
Highly effective at low use rates.
Products containing aminopyralid as an active ingredient are highly effective at controlling 
problem weeds, including many invasive and noxious plants, as well as certain woody plants 
that compete for resources in pastures, rangeland and hayfields. Users prefer aminopyralid 
for its efficacy and low use rates. In using aminopyralid-containing products, there is a 
responsibility to use the product according to label directions and following use precautions.

Good product stewardship involves care.
Good stewards of herbicides follow label directions to minimize injury to sensitive nontarget crops. The following are five of the 
various ways sensitive crops can come in contact with aminopyralid:

Spray drift.
Products containing aminopyralid control 
many broadleaf weeds and will be active 
if they drift onto sensitive broadleaf 
crops. Product labels include specific 
language to help users prevent spray 

drift. By following best management practices — monitoring the 
surroundings, monitoring the weather and setting up equipment 
properly — users can minimize the chance of herbicide drift 
onto nearby crops. 

Manure management.
Aminopyralid remains intact in forages in a treated pasture. 
When these forages are consumed by animals, aminopyralid 
will pass through their digestive tracts without change and  
into the animals’ urine and manure. Aminopyralid passes 
through an animal in three days. 

Moving cattle from treated pasture to future crop land.

After three-day 
periodFall

Pasture
untreated

Pasture 
treated in May Fallow landDuring the year 

of application

Do not move animals from a treated area to fallow land in winter if that 
area will be planted to a sensitive broadleaf crop in the spring without 
first allowing three days of grazing on an untreated pasture. Manure 
should be left on the pasture or, if collected at a central location such as 
a barn, it should be spread back out on pastures.
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The product label says: “Do not transfer grazing animals from 
areas treated with [aminopyralid products] to areas where 
sensitive broadleaf crops occur or will be planted without first 
allowing 3 days of grazing on an untreated pasture.” 

As aminopyralid becomes incorporated into the soil, it will be 
degraded by soil microbes. Aminopyralid’s typical soil half-life  
is about 30 days. 

Tip: Manure should be left on the pasture or, if collected at a 
central location such as a barn, spread on pastures, not cropland.

Tip: Do not move animals from a treated area to areas where 
sensitive crops will be grown, unless animals are allowed to 
graze for three days on an untreated pasture first. 

Hay management.
Hay from a treated field can contain 
aminopyralid residue. This has no adverse 
effect on the animals consuming the hay. 
However, aminopyralid in the hay will pass 
through an animal in urine and manure.  

The product label says: “Do not use aminopyralid-treated plant 
residues, including hay or straw from treated areas, or manure 
from animals that have grazed forage or eaten hay harvested 
from treated areas within the previous 3 days, in compost or 
mulch that will be spread to areas where commercially grown 
mushrooms or broadleaf plants may be grown.”

Tip: If animals have consumed hay from a treated field, do not 
apply their manure on land where sensitive broadleaf crops will 
be grown.

Tip: Share these guidelines when selling or transferring hay 
from a treated field. 

Equipment management.
Ideally, we recommend pasture 
herbicides should be applied only with 
equipment dedicated for that use. 
However, if equipment is to be used to 
apply other pesticides to other crops, it is 

imperative that the spray equipment be thoroughly cleaned 
after treating pastures.  

The product label says: “Do not use spray equipment for other 
applications to land planted to crops or desirable sensitive plants 
unless it has been determined that all residues of this herbicide 
have been removed by thorough cleaning of equipment.” 

Tip: If application equipment will be used on crops after it is used 
on pastures, rangeland or hayfields, carefully follow equipment 
cleaning guidelines on the product label.

Crop rotation.
Specialty products containing 
aminopyralid are designed for use on 
rangeland, permanent grass pastures 
and Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) sites. They are not intended for use 

on temporary grass pastures or hayfields where the intent is to 
plant crops. When plans on how the pasture will be used 
change, label guidelines must be followed to avoid crop damage. 

The product label says: “Do not rotate to any crop from rangeland, 
permanent grass pasture or CRP areas within one year following 
treatment. Do not plant a broadleaf crop until an adequately 
sensitive field bioassay shows that the level of aminopyralid 
present in the soil will not adversely affect that broadleaf crop.” 

The product label says: “To promote herbicide decomposition, 
plant residues should be evenly incorporated in the surface soil 
or burned. Breakdown of aminopyralid in plant residues or 
manure is more rapid under warm, moist soil conditions and  
may be accelerated by supplemental irrigation.”

Tip: Since rangeland and pasture products containing 
aminopyralid are not intended for use in crop rotation systems, 
if land management plans change from permanent pasture or 
grass hayfield, the grower must determine if the crop can be 
safely grown after one year by conducting a bioassay with the 
intended crop. 

Tip: Refer to the product label for recommended crop rotation 
intervals and for information on how to perform a field bioassay.


