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How to Make a Cheese Press

A press is used to press cheese curd tightly together, especially important to make a hard,
waxed cheese. A press is basically a container with heavy weight applied. You can make one
with an empty coffee can: cut out both ends and cut a wood follower to fit the opening. Small
red bricks can be wrapped in foil and used for weights. (http:/www.i4at.org/countrylife/cheese.html).

Here’s a press you can buy, ready-to-assemble, at http://schmidling.com/press.htm, but as you
can see, they provide instructions to make it for home use (allowed per the website, as long as
you don’t make them to sell, as they are protected by copyright).

3. Threaded bushing *
: 4. Wing nut, two places
A ¢ 6. Spring, SO bs fully
s : 7. Threaded rod, 14-20 X 97, two places
7 : 8. Nuas, 10p and bottom, two places
g : 10. Rubber foet, 4 places
y : 11. Base, polyethykne, S X 7 X 12

12, Follower, polyethyiene, 3.930" X 5*
ah— . 13, Hoop, PVC, 4" K X 8"
R — 14, Screw Suppore Arm, Stainkess, 1° X 7° X Vi6* *

FAR PENTR

We rgged ud semething rickety.

This press is from the Justinsomnia blog
(http://justinsomnia.org/2009/02/how-to-build-a-cheese-press!/).

It's a rather simple construction, similar to the one above. How-
ever, his very first press was much more last-minute, and as he
says, “rickety,” as you can see (right):
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How to Make a Cheese Press

So he started sketching ideas, assembling the parts needed:

This & what wo came back wih

8t [ mmedetely started drawng fesgrs for 8 smple,
Inexpensive press
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167 length of 2xB*

187 length of 2x4”

1* spode B

U Site weights (not ol pictured)
2 Sreaded flanges

2 18° Bwreaded pipes (“npples”)
screws

2 rubber log tos (nek ptured)

Our plan was %0 pet some woghtifting weights that we could put
oA he certer 200 In e drowing. Dut then | realeed, why not just
ship the conler pipe and put the weights on the left and rght guide
ppes’ With Sat inovalion n mind, we wert o Heme Depot
leolking for pipes, MNanges, screws, wood, and o tray at e Sotlom
10 drais the whey away (presumably nle the tink)

Then began construction to create his finished product.
Oriking the hales for the guide pioos in the crossbar:

I» the meantime, here's the fnahed sroduct

One of e Mstahes we MAIe was That 0w Parts’ 1elerances were
90 TN Turms out drdlng » 1° cameter hole In wood does nal
alow » 17 dometer ppe 10 0338 thiowgh. So | ended wp having 5
inorease the dameter win o Ovemel todl, We Mad the same
Probiem Wit the weights. They siud onto the ppes, DUt thay were
S, which meant the pipe itsel! was 2bsording mast of the
woght, rather Than the crossbar, and thus the cheese cwrds. 5o
wo LN 5 return these waights in axchange for some “Olympic”
Myl waighns wen larger holes
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And here’s a sketch Fran made of her homemade press for cheese or tofu:
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